
 

President’s Message 

Hello fellow Sailors, 

As one year ends another one begins and it seems like that has been happening a lot lately. As I look 
back at my time in the association I think about all the friends I’ve met and sadly lost. But as this new 
year begins I am looking forward to see the new era of our association. More about that later. We had a 
successful reunion in Las Vegas with the typical attendance of 25-30 members. Gathering plus had 
several tours set up for us but because the price for each was so high we decided to skip them and be on 
our own which turned out great. I was very concerned about how transportation would be due to the 
fact that the hotel was not on the Vegas strip. Since I’ve never used uber before I never even gave it a 
thought. The younger members showed us how to load the app set up for pick ups. I think the highlight 
tour was the trip to the Las Vegas Mob Museum that is stated as ”an experience you can’t refuse“, and it 
was. We also picked up a new LHD4 member, please welcome Patrick Danielson to the crew. 

  Our 2026 reunion will be held in Washington DC. on August 5th  to the 9th. Please join us in celebrating 
the 250th birthday of our country. Planed tours include a tour of embassy row, Arlington Cemetery and 
the sunset parade at the US. Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington Virginia it is a 45 minute 
ceremony which features “The Commandant’s Own“ United States Marine Drum and Bugle Corps and 
the United States Marine Corps silent drill platoon. You don’t want to miss this one. I think we also 
would have time to visit the space museum if you like. 

                          Now let’s talk about the general meeting we had in Vegas 

 At the meeting we had all the normal discussions we usually have, that was until we got to the election 
of directors and officers. Mike Swesey was nominated to continue with another term as director and he 
accepted, Eugene Lahti was nominated and he accepted his term as our new director. Joe Mitchell was 
nominated to continue as vice president and Leon Carpenter to continue as treasurer and both 
accepted. Thinking that was the end of nominations Leon Carpenter asked the members if anyone 
would consider taking over the ship’s store since he was doing that as well as having the treasurer’s 
position. A few seconds later Mike Swesey raised his hands and said he would love to take over the 
ship’s store. Thank you Mike  . If anyone has any ideas on how to get the ships store items from the 
Dallas area to the Pittsburgh area fairly cheaply please let me know. And since that worked out so well, I 
mentioned that we will be entertaining nominations for president and secretary at the Washington DC 
reunion. Neal Davis then gave us his desire to serve as president. So not to let a good thing slip away, 
and before Neal could change his mind, Paul Link suggested we have a vote for president elect, which 
would start following the 2026 reunion. We then took a vote and now we have a new president elect. 
Thank you Neal. Thanks to Neal, Mike and Lucy Dixon, Salvador Sanchez and all the other active LHD 
members,I am seeing light at the end of the tunnel for our beloved association. I’m sure with social 
media and all of the different LHD Facebook groups they will be getting new members quickly. I now feel 
relaxed that the LHD sailors will keep us going into the future, with no need to join up with other 
associations like so many other groups like ours are considering. Please give them all your support as 



 

you have me over the last 12 years as your president. Thoughts now need to be given for the location of 
our 2027 reunion. 

Please join us in Washington DC for the nation’s 250th birthday and the 41st anniversary of the USS Boxer 
Veterans Association. Hope to see you there. 

Gary Torlina 

                                                          

                                 

  

 
 

 

  

 

 


